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FTC Monthly Digest
A Word From
Our Director

Greetings everyone! It’s hard to
believe that it’s been an entire
year since COVID-19 upended our
everyday lives. While this year has
certainly had its challenges, I’m
encouraged by the ways that members
of our community have supported each
other. I’m also excited that there appears to be
a light at the end of the tunnel! I would encourage everyone to
keep masking up, social distancing, and following the guidance
of our public health officials so that we can get to the end of the
tunnel as soon as possible.
Looking forward, there are a lot of great things happening with
our program that I wanted to highlight.

Making the Future Drone Program
We are excited that Cognizant has provided funding so that
we can offer a state-of-the-art drone program to our students!
In this program, students will learn about career options in
drone science as well as how to build, program, and fly drones.
Participation is free, but registration is required. The class will
follow a hybrid format, with participants choosing whether to
attend in person or virtually. More information will be provided
after registration. This program is open to Cumberland and
Salem County students grades 6 and up. Registration opens
to current FTC and C3 students on March 8, and to the general
public on March 15. You can register by following this link:
bit.ly.com/FTCDroneProgram

Appel Farm Arts Camp Scholarship
Recently, New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy gave the greenlight
for overnight camps to run this summer, which means Appel
Farm Arts Camp is on! Up to eleven FTC students will have
the opportunity to attend a two-week session of Arts Camp at
no charge to the family! If you want your child to have a great
overnight experience, learn about the arts in a noncompetitive
environment, and have a chance to explore and enjoy nature,
this might be the opportunity for you! I want to emphasize
that any child in your family between the ages of 7-17 is able
to attend arts camp on this scholarship. We will have more
information about this opportunity in the near future.
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WorkRise
Appel Farm Arts Camp and FTC are again offering an
opportunity for FTC students to work at Arts Camp this summer!
The program will include a Summer Job Search Boot Camp
offered by FTC April 5-9 (Check out the Campus Center section
for more information). Then, during the summer, not only will
participants gain valuable work experience, they will also receive
special training through planned educational workshops related
to leadership, job skills, and career exploration. Any Cumberland
or Salem County resident 16+ is eligible to participate in
WorkRise. What a great opportunity to develop strong job skills
and explore potential career fields! Be on the lookout for more
information in the next few weeks.

Parent Survey
Lastly, parents, please fill out our new Parent Survey - the link is
in the “Parent Voice” section. Of course, we continue to provide
academic support, college readiness, and career exploration
through our Campus Center program. Please encourage your
students to join our Discord server, so that they can receive
information about all of the great opportunities we have
targeted to our students. Let our team of staff, AmeriCorps
coaches, and volunteer mentors support you as you continue to
work towards your goals for your family! If you need anything
from me, please feel free to contact me directly at 856-358-3013
or email me at cwilliams@appelfarm.org.
Curtis Williams, Program Director

Parent Voice
FTC Parents and Caregivers, we want to hear from you! Please
visit bit.ly/FTCParentSurvey to complete our Parent Survey
The bi-monthly virtual FTC Parent Advisory Council meeting
will be held on March 22nd at 6:00 PM. Please email cwilliams@
appelfarm.org for more information and to RSVP. Don’t forget,
FTC Parents and Caregivers who attend will receive a $50
Amazon e-gift card.
FTC now offers bimonthly parent
workshops as an opportunity for our
parents to unwind and learn something
new! Our next virtual parent workshop
will be April 21, and we’ll be cooking
together! Please email stephanie@
unitedadvocacygroup.org for more

www.familiestocollege.org

Campus Center
The FTC Virtual Campus Center has lots of fun and educational
activities going on this spring on our Discord server!
Virtual Homework Help and Tutoring
Our Campus Center team is available to offer Homework Help 4
days a week, Monday through Thursday from 2-7 PM. During this
time, we have several individuals available to help students with
any assignments - from completing a math worksheet to writing
a full essay. Assistance is available in all subjects, in all grades
from Elementary through College! As an additional benefit, any
FTC student who needs homework assistance or more in-depth
tutoring outside of our Homework Help time is also eligible to
utilize Brainfuse 24 hours a day for online, on-demand tutoring.

Fun with the Campus Center
FTC has a student lounge that is open Monday through
Thursday, 2pm-7pm. This is meant to be a fun, relaxed space for
students and coaches to share and talk.
In addition to these ongoing activities and workshops, we also
offer a biweekly game night on Tuesdays from 5pm-6pm. During
game night, coaches, students, and their families hop on a Zoom
call and play online games together. Our most popular games
are Among Us & Scribb.io, but we’re always open to trying new
games!

Highlights From Last
Month’s Courses
Our Spring Workshop
Series started last month
with two incredible
workshops! In Finance 101,
students learned about
the principles of good
money management, even
learning how to use stock
trading apps like Robinhood.
Looks like we have some
budding new investors!
In Self-Exploration,
students enjoyed
the return of “Spill
the Tea”, an old
favorite from the
past that allows
students to share
about their lives
and receive support
from their coaches
and each other!

Spring Student
Workshop Series
• Session 2:
March 15th-April 12th
Mondays & Thursdays from 5:00-6:00 PM
Visual Storytelling
In this course taught by Appel Farm Teaching Artist, Kaylin
Webster, students will learn the elemental techniques of visual
storytelling. We will explore how intention, curiosity and
technique all work together to convey your message and tell
a story. Throughout the course, students will plan and build a
short video or film to present at the end. We will discuss what
cinematography is, the different roles involved in filmmaking and
how to be an effective visual communicator through strategic
lighting, composition, storyboarding and basic editing. No class
on April 5th.
What students will need to participate:
• A phone with a working camera
• Access to downloading free apps on phone
• Paper, pencil and crayons or colored pencils

Environmental Expedition
In this four week course, students learn all about nature.
Students will gain a better understanding of the world around
them and the importance of nature preservation. These
environmental lessons will encourage participation using fun
and simple activities and crafts, all led by our excellent team of
AmeriCorps coaches. (No class on April 8.)

Courses are free and open to anyone interested, but
registration is required. To register for our courses,
please go to bit.ly/FTCCourseSignUp.

Looking Ahead
During the week of spring break (April 5 - April 9) we will be
offering the Summer Job Search Boot Camp! Learn the tips
and job skills needed to successfully land a job as well as what
needs to be done after the initial hiring that is beneficial. Some
of the topics we’ll go over include: resume writing, interviewing,
and how to make yourself stand out among other candidates.
Anyone who successfully completes the entire bootcamp will
receive a certificate and priority in hiring for the WorkRise
program.

For more information, contact Kylee at kylee@unitedadvocacygroup.org.

Mentors and Volunteers
Our volunteer Community Mentors are the backbone of the Families to
College program and work with staff to engage and build relationships with
FTC families. Their role is to support families as they work towards their
goals, using their action plans developed at intake as a guide. Families,
please keep in contact with your mentors as they are an important link
that will help our program better support you.

Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome to the team!
FTC is excited to welcome our two
new virtual tutors Aiden and Israr!
Aiden and Israr, please introduce
yourselves!
“I’m Aiden Palermo. I’m a
sophomore in high school and I’m
looking to major in general chemistry
or physics in college. I want to be
a quantum physicist or chemical
engineer in the future. Honestly, I
just like working with all the different
people when tutoring, and it’s a
lot of fun helping them out. When
tutoring, I’ll usually be best at Math
or Science-related subjects, but I also
help with History/Social Studies.”
“I’m Israr Nawaz, a mathematics
major with a goal of becoming
a secondary mathematics
teacher. What I like most about
volunteering, is that I get to meet
and communicate with a colorful
array of people. I primarily tutor
mathematics, but I am able to branch
out to other subjects if the need
arises. Rather than tutoring people
to pass, (which I still do, don’t worry)
what’s important to me, are critical
thinking skills that are developed
during my tutoring sessions.”

Community Mentors
We are always looking for more
individuals to serve as Community
Mentors. Mentors support the
family they are paired with in
reaching their goals identified at
intake. Unlike traditional youth
mentoring programs, our mentors
build relationships with and
support every member of the
family. Contact us to find out more
about this great opportunity!

Spanish Speaking Financial
Literacy Volunteer
We’re looking for someone with
expertise in financial literacy that
is interested in providing oneon-one support and coaching to
families.

and all social distancing measures,
including wearing masks are
strictly enforced! The area is
cleaned every day and hand
sanitizers are available.

Virtual Workshop Leader
Any special talents or skills you
would like to share with our
families? You could lead a virtual
workshop! The workshops could
be anything from couponing,
entrepreneurship, and finances to
nutrition or leading a yoga class.
This volunteering opportunity
is open to volunteers interested
in one time volunteering or on
an ongoing basis. If you have an
idea for a workshop or any other
volunteering opportunity please
do not hesitate to reach out.

Learning Pod Tutors
Families to College partners with
AmeriCorps to offer Learning
pods in Bridgeton and Vineland.
Learning pods provide a clean and
quiet place for virtual learning and
academic support from caring
coaches and tutors. We are
specifically looking for learning
pod volunteers for Daniel’s Den
in Vineland, NJ on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 12-2 PM. This is an
in person volunteer opportunity

For more information, contact Jenn at jbalbuena@unitedadvocacygroup.org.

FTC Events
March is here and we can feel spring right
around the corner!

Check out some recent events!
Virtual College Tours: University of Southern California & California State
University Long Beach
We held two virtual college tours: USC and Cal State - Long Beach! Each tour
featured an alumnus who shared their personal experiences, advice on finding
funding for schools, and an inspirational message to FTC students. Join us for
our next virtual tour!

Family Night: FTC Jeopardy
Our February Family night was a blast! Families and coaches teamed
up to answer some challenging questions all in fun. A big thank you to
Bridgeton Wawa who supported our families by donating subs for dinner! And
congratulations to the Serrano family who won the night!

Upcoming Events
New Jersey Maker’s Day
March 20th, 2021
We are partnering with Unidos Para La Familia and STEAMWorks to
participate in this annual statewide celebration. If you wish to receive
supply packets and dinner for the event, you need to register by March 11.
We will also be livestreaming the event on our Families to College Facebook
page. I’m especially excited because this event is also celebrating Women’s
History Month by highlighting notable women in the STEAM Career Fields.
Check us out on Saturday, March 20!

• Registration for Maker’s Day required by March 11, 2021.
Register Now: bit.ly/MakersDay2021

Virtual College Tour
Drexel University Westphal College of Art and Design
March 24th, 2021 @ 6:00 PM

• The college tour will be hosted on Zoom at: bit.ly/FTCVirtualEvents
• Meeting ID: 836 3803 0275
• Passcode: 423062

Learn more about FTC Events at www.familiestocollege.org.

Upcoming Events

??

Sign up now for these upcoming events with Families to College!

Save The Date
As the weather warms and conditions allow, we
are planning two exciting in-person events. Both
events will be held outdoors and all social distancing
guidelines will be followed. So, please Save the Date
and plan to come out to the following events:

• May 19: FTC’s May Family Night will be a
family hike and scavenger hunt.
• June 5: FTC will be participating in an
event to wrap up the school year and kick
off summer that will be held at Appel
Farm in Elmer! We would love to see all
of our families attend!
• More information about both of these
events will be coming soon.

FTC
Trivia

Have a little fun with FTC!
Try your hand at some trivia!

1. What sport do the Williams
sisters, Venus and Serena,
compete in professionally?
2. What goes best with green
eggs, according to Dr. Seuss?
3. What animal is spelled out
when you unscramble the
letters LEHAW?
Answers will be revealed in next
month’s newsletter. If you want a
chance to win some prizes from
FTC, send your answer to us at
ftcinfo@appelfarm.org.
Correct answers will earn a point
and whoever has the most points
by the end of June will receive a
special prize from FTC!

